Butterflies are some of the most colourful and popular members of the insect world. They should be thought of as living things and not as specimens or objects for collections.

Although butterflies vary in size from 3 mm to 30 cm in wingspan, they are remarkably uniform in their habits and structures.

Among the most common Butterflies in Britain and Europe are:

SWALLOWTAIL

This common insect flies April/September in flowery places especially near cultivation. All Europe: much migration into Britain each spring, leading to very high populations in the summer.

ORANGE TIP

This delicate butterfly flies over flowery roadsides, meadows and woodland glades. April/June. Most Europe.

BRIMSTONE

This brilliant yellow butterfly flies around gardens, hedgerows and woodland glades. June/September. Most Europe.

RED ADMIRAL

This striking insect flies in gardens and other flowery places. May/October. Most Europe.

COMMON BLUE

This is the most common of all European blue butterflies. It flies from April onwards in all kinds of grassy country. All Europe.

PEACOCK

This flies in gardens and other flowery places. June/September. It is very fond of buddleia and other garden flowers. All Europe except the far north.

