Dinosaurs have fascinated generations of mankind, probably since the first fossilised bones were recognised. It has even been suggested that ancient and world-wide myths about winged dragons have something to do with the pterodons that flew in prehistoric skies - but most scientists are agreed that dinosaurs died out long before the first humans walked the earth.

The Lizard King

Without doubt, the most famous dinosaur is 'Tyrannosaurus Rex' (which means 'tyrant lizard king'). This ferocious beast is now known to his friends as 'T.Rex', a nickname made popular by a highly successful Seventies rock band.

The T.Rex was a large and powerful creature, and is familiar to generations of film-goers with his tiny forearms, huge jaw, fearsome teeth and terrible roar. Although film-makers go to great lengths to make their dinosaurs seem authentic, there is still a lot to be guessed at. For example, we can never be sure of the noise a T.Rex made. The roars we hear at the movies are just a guess. The first virtually complete Tyrannosaur skeleton was unearthed only as recently as 1990.

A Tall Tail?

Recently, scientists have been arguing about the tail of a T.Rex. Did the dinosaur drag it along the ground behind him, as he stomped about in search of prey? Or was the T.Rex an agile beast, with his tail raised behind him as a counter-weight, to help him (or her) balance? These days palaeontologists, the people who study dinosaur bones, think the latter. Many people find it hard to imagine such a large creature as fast and mobile, so it is still common to see the T.Rex pictured with his tail on the ground. It is unlikely we will ever know for sure and, given the ferocious nature of the T.Rex, perhaps we are fortunate in that.

