The wait is finally over for Ikea fans

Slow start after traffic warnings
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The wait is finally over. Swedish furniture giant Ikea opened its first store in Ireland today as customers queued overnight to be the first through the doors of the 29,000sq m building located at the Holywood Exchange outside Belfast - the largest Ikea store in the UK and Ireland. 

For the past year there has been much hype surrounding the store's opening with predictions of massive queues and impatient customers, but this morning the queues were less than expected. 

Among the first through the doors was First and Deputy First Minister Ian Paisley and Martin McGuinness. 

By 7am only a die hard group of about 20 were lined up waiting for the international retail chain to open. By 8.30am that number increased to around 100. 

In the lead up to the big event, a lot of planning had gone into ensuring the stampedes experienced at the opening of other stores in the UK and Europe did not take place here. 

