Although Italy now produces more wine than France, French vineyards continue to produce wines widely regarded as the best in the world.  Among them, French red wines have a special place in the hearts of many wine drinkers.

There are so many wine producers in France, large and small, that they are commonly grouped into "regions" like Burgundy, Provence and the Rhone. Several such regions are officially recognised, and some are famous for certain styles of wine.  The Champagne region, for example, is known for its sparkling white wines, and red wines from Bordeaux are often called "clarets" in Britain.

The top French wines are marked appellation controlee, but these words may also be found on the labels of many less distinguished wines.  The title is not always a guarantee of high quality, and this is why many wine fans take the trouble to learn the names of the best makers and their best years.

INEXPENSIVE WINES

Some "appellation controlee" wines can be very expensive. Cheaper "vin de pays" wines often offer excellent value for money, and can sometimes be as good as the best wines produced in other countries.  Alternatively, robust and very inexpensive red wines labelled "vin de table" or "vin ordinaire" are the sort drunk throughout the day right across France.  These account for most of the huge wine production of the south of the country.

1993

A terrible frost in April 1991 was followed by a difficult summer for growers, and this is expected to result in a relatively small output of top wines for that year.  However, parallels are being drawn with 1945, when a similar frost and small harvest resulted in one of the greatest vintages of the twentieth century.  These 1991 wines are the ones to purchase in 1993, especially if you are buying red wines from the great regions of Bordeaux and Burgundy.

